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The one-armed chief who had supplied me with coconuts,
was standing on the side of the road when I went past on the
return journey, and I am certain that all earlier suspicion
returned again when he saw me. Hadn't I said I was going
to pass the night at Poindimie ? He had a scowl like a
breaking storm on his face, and as I was in a hurry to get
back before it got too dark, I wasn't in the mood to stop and
explain the situation.
By the time I had covered twenty kilometres the sun was
already setting, and in New Caledonia darkness follows
sunset within a fewr minutes. As I approached the Poneri-
houeii coffee plantations, I could hear the plaintive air of
'What A Friend We Have in Jesus,' and rounding a bend
in the road, I nearly ran into a couple of popinees walking
along hand in hand, probably returning from church service.
At the sight of my white shirt and trousers, their singing
stopped and they drew to the side of the road. I asked them
how far it was to Ponerihouen, but they were speechless—
apparently with fright at the apparition which had burst
upon them. Try as I did, I couldn't get a word from them,
and I'm certain they thought they'd met a 'dhianoua* (evil
spirit). It was after 8 p.m. when I arrived at the river, and
* hailed Charon to ferry me across on the last stage of my
journey. Back at the hotel I had to minutely describe
people and places at Poindimie, before the community
wrould believe that I had actually covered 64 kilometres in
about twelve hours.
The Javanese cook dished up a terrific meal for me that
evening as compensation for my lunchless excursion. The
main tern was grilled venison steak, as one of the hotel
boarders had been out deer-shooting during the afternoon.
Deer-shooting in New Caledonia, by the way, is almost a
major industry. The introduction of deer into the colony
sounds something like the story of the introduction of rabbits
into Australia—and the results have been similar.
The wife of one of the first governors of New Caledonia
was sent on a health cruise to the Dutch East Indies and
Philippines. Being fond of animals—and probably wanting

